The importance of backing up part 3 (cloud)

Following on from the last couple of months about backing up and where to? Just to
remind you of part of last month’s article - Backing up is the act of making a copy or copies
of a file or files. These backed up files are then stored somewhere other than where the
original files are located — we mainly focussed on the act of backing up.

Local backups and copies of your data — this is where we backup data and files to a physical
item such as an external hard disk drive or some kind of storage device in your possession.

Cloud storage, backups and copies of your data — | have been asked about cloud storage on
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you and to help you ormed decision. There is plenty of literature on their
respective website& d even independent sites with various opinions that may help
you decide wh st Mr you. There are pros and cons to both types of backing up. Local
backup will cos ore in the short term and subscription cloud services are likely to cost
you more ifthe loMg term.

What ackup to the cloud and is it secure? This is for you all to decide — but
basicall ou want to keep your precious data backed up and safe, cloud storage is a good
idea.

Is it safe and secure? — Well, it is only as safe and secure as you make it! All of these cloud
storage sites offer the normal login security protocols with passwords — they also offer
additional security protocols that are linked to things like: email, mobile phone numbers and
various types of authenticators. So, if you choose easy passwords and place no addition
security on the method for authentication — then of course your data will be much less
secure.

Lastly, if your backup is your only working copy of your data — then it is not a backup!

If you need any professional advice, please contact us or have a look at the various
applications listed and visit their respective websites for more information.
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